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SATTD B. HASAN AL-ISKANDARI:
A JEWISH CONVERT TO ISLAM

EDITIO PRINCEPS OF THE LATER RECENSION (732/1331)
OF HIS BIBLICAL “TESTIMONIES” TO
THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD

by

Dennis HALFT
Research Unit Intellectual History of the Islamicate World

Freie Universitit Berlin

I. INTRODUCTION

Sa'id b. Hasan al-Iskandari is among the earliest known Jewish converts to Islam
who composed refutations of their former religion." He reports that he accepted Islam
in Shaban 697/May 1298 in Alexandria and later moved from Egypt to Syria.?
In Damascus, Sa‘id b. Hasan compiled a collection of biblical and pseudo-biblical

1. This publication was prepared during my research at the Dominican Institute for Oriental Studies
(IDEO), Cairo, in 2013. I should like to take the opportunity to thank Camilla Adang, Jean N. Druel,
Omar Hamdan, John G. Khalil, Walid A. Saleh and Sabine Schmidtke for their helpful suggestions
on an earlier draft of the introduction and/or the edition, as well as Mahdi Mohammadi Shojai for
making a copy of MS Qom, Mar‘ashi 4077/5 available to me. I also wish to express my gratitude to
the authorities of the Great Library of the Grand Ayatollah Mar‘ashi Najafi in Qom, Iran, for their
permission to publish this edition and to reproduce selected facsimiles.

2. For Sa'id b. Hasan’s self-narrative of conversion, see below, VI.
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268 DENNIS HALFT

“testimonies” in Arabic translation, allegedly predicting the advent of the Prophet
Muhammad. These “testimonies” include extensive Hebrew scriptural material tran-
scribed in Arabic script.’ It is proposed here that Sa‘id b. Hasan’s collection is pre-
served in two recensions. The first version of 720/1320 was later revised by the author

and this revision is preserved in the later recension dating from 732/1331.

II. MANUSCRIPT EVIDENCE

The hitherto known earlier recension of 720/1320 is transmitted in what appeared
for a hundred years to be the only extant source of Sa'id b. Hasan’s work: MS Land-
berg 700/6, fols 28b-46b. This manuscript formed part of the private collection of the
Arabist Carlo Landberg (1848-1924) in Tutzing, Bavaria, and is preserved today in Yale
University Beinecke Rare Books and Manuscript Library in New Haven, Connecticut.*
It was first described by Ignaz Goldziher in 1895 CE.5 After the manuscript arrived in
the U.S., Sidney A. Weston (1877-1969) published in 1903 an editio princeps of this
earlier recension, together with an English translation.®

3. For the phenomenon of transcribed Hebrew verses in Muslim polemical writings, see the references
in my publication “Hebrew Bible Quotations in Arabic Transcription in Safavid Iran of the 1ith/
17th Century: Sayyed Ahmad ‘Alavi’s Persian Refutations of Christianity”, Intellectual History of the
Islamicate World 1 (2013) 235-252, in particular, 236, n. 4. Such material also appears in IBN QAYYIM
AL-JAWZIYYA, Muhammad b. Abi Bakr, Hiddyat al-hayara fi ajwibat al-Yahid wa-l-Nasird, ed. ‘Uthman
Jum‘a Dumayriyya (Mecca: ‘Alam al-Fawa'id, 1429/[2008]), 143f. — In early modern Iran, Jewish
converts were likewise an important source for Hebrew Bible quotations in Persian transcription.
[ am currently preparing a study on Anba’ al-anbiya’ by the 12%/18®-century Jewish convert to Islam,
Isma‘Tl Qazwini, presumably the father of the ShiT scholar Hajji Baba Qazwini Yazdi, who included
extensive scriptural material in a Persian transcription of the original Hebrew. His work suggests a
certain influence on later ShiT polemical writings composed in Persian.

4. It remains unclear to me how MS Landberg 700 found its way to Yale University. In any case, the
codex was not included in that part of the Landberg collection described in AHLWARDT, Wilhelm,
Kurzes Verzeichniss der Landberg'schen Sammlung arabischer Handschrifien (Berlin: Schade, 1885),
repr. in Beitriige zur Erschliessung der arabischen Handschriften in deutschen Bibliotheken 1-3, ed. Fuat
Sezgin (Frankfurt a.M.: Institut fiir Geschichte der Arabischen-Islamischen Wissenschaften, 1987),
vol. 1, 1-118; HARRASSOWITZ, Otto, Sammlung arabischer Handschrifien des Dr. C. Grafen von Land-
berg: Zum Verkauf angeboten von Otto Harrassowitz, Buchhiindler (Leipzig: Harrassowitz, 1900) —
I thank Sarah Albrecht for making the last-mentioned catalogue available to me; LANDBERG, Catlo,
Catalogue de manuscrits arabes provenant d'une bibliotheque privée a el-Medina et appartenant a la
maison E.J. Brill (Leiden: Brill, 1883).

5. GOLDZIHER, Ignaz, “Sa‘id b. Hasan d‘Alexandrie”, Revue des études juives 30 (1895) 1-23, repr. in
idem, Gesammelte Schriften 1-6, ed. Joseph Desomogyi (Hildesheim: Olms, 1967-1973), vol. 3, 397-419.

6. WESTON, Sidney A., “The Kitib Masdlik an-Nazar of Sa'id ibn Hasan of Alexandria: Edited for the
First Time and Translated with Introduction and Notes”, Journal of the American Oriental Society 24
(1903) 312-383, facs. repr. idem, Islam Corrects Judaism: The Polemics of A Thirteenth Century Jewish
Convert to Islam (Piscataway, New Jersey: Gorgias Press, 2007), repr. AL-ISKANDARANI, Sa‘id b. Hasan,
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According to a marginal note on the last folio of MS Landberg 700/6, the earlier
version was completed in the Umayyad Mosque in Damascus on 12 Rabi I 720/
22 April 1320.7 The tite of this recension as given on the first folio reads as follows:
K. masilik al-nazar fi nubuwwat sayyid al-bashar® 1t is called al-Muhit on the last
folio.” The manuscript is preserved in the undated codex MS Landberg 700, which
was presumably copied by a single 9"/15"-century hand.”

This codex consists of 46 fols, 15 lines to a page, each measuring 17 x 13 cm, and
contains the following writings: (1) Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Tabari (8*"/14" century),
R. fi ladhdhar al-hayar (fols 1a-2b); (2) al-Shadhili (d. 656/1258), al-Khusis wa-I-umiim
(fols 3a-10a); (3) Anonymous, K. fi [-mi‘raj (fols 10a-18a); (4) ‘Abd al-Salam al-Sulami
(d. 660/1262), al-Farg bayn al-iman wa-I-Islam (fols 18b-24b); (5) al-Sulami, Fawa'id
al-masd’ib wa-l-baldya wa-lI-miban wa-l-razayi (fols 25a-28a); (6) Sa'id b. Hasan al-
Iskandari, K. masdlik al-nazar (fols 28b-46b)." Given that no further sources on Sa‘id
b. Hasan appeared to have been preserved, all findings until now have relied exclu-
sively on this codex.

That MS Landberg 700/6 is not unique but represents an earlier recension of
Sa‘id b. Hasan’s collection of “testimonies” is suggested by another manuscript of the
text that has so far escaped scholarly attention: MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 118a-143a.
This undated manuscript, which was copied by a non-Arab native, probably by a
Persian-speaking scribe, contains a largely different version. It was in the possession
of the 13%/19""-century Shi‘i scholar Jawad b. Murtada al-Hasani al-Husayni al-Tabataba't
and is preserved today in the Great Library of the Grand Ayatollah Mar‘ashi Najafi in

Qom, Iran.” The present publication contains an editio princeps of this later recension.

Masalik al-nazar fi nubuwwar sayyid al-bashar, ed. Muhammad ‘Abd Allih al-Sharqawi (Cairo:
al-Zahra’, 1990) [Arabic text only].

7. MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 46b; WESTON, “The Kitib Masdlik an-Nazar®, 359 (text), 383 (trans.);
idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 48 (text), 72 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masdlik al-nazar, 81.

8. MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 28b:1-2; WESTON, “The Kitdb Masilik an-Nazar®, 322 (text), 359 (trans.);
idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 11 (text), 48 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masdlik al-nazar, 43.

9. MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 46b:13; WESTON, “The Kitib Masilik an-Nazar®, 359 (text), 383 (trans.);
idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 48 (text), 72 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masilik al-nazar, 81.

10. NEMOY, Leon, Arabic Manuscripts in the Yale University Library (New Haven, Conn.: Connecticut
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 1956), 116, no. 1063.

1.  Ibid., 96, 125, 152-154, nos 861, 1158-1159, 1437, 1457.

12. For al-Tabataba'Ts seal impression, see MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fol. 143a. For a description of the
manuscript, see HUSAYNI, Ahmad, Fibrist-i Kitabkhana-yi “Umiimi-yi Hadrat Ayar Allah al-uzma
Najafi Mar‘ashi 1- (Qom: Mihr-i Ustuwar, 1354-/(1975-1976-]), vol. 11, 87f.; idem, al-Turath al-‘arabi
al-makhtit fi maktabat Iran al-amma 1-14 (Qom: Dalil Ma, 1431/2010), vol. 2, 36; DIRAYATT, Mustafa,
Fibristwira-yi dastniwishthia-yi Iran (Dind) 1-12 (Tehran: Majlis, 1389/[2010]), vol. 1, 825, no. 21736;
idem, Fibristgan: Nuskhahi-yi kbattiyi Iran (Fankhd) 1- (Tehran: Sazman-i Asnad wa-Kitabkhana-yi
Milli-yi Jumhari-yi Islami-yi Iran, 1390-/[2012-]), vol. 3, 543.

13. See below, VIII.
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According to MS Mar‘ashi 4077/s, the later version was completed by the author
in Damascus at the beginning of Muharram 732/October 1331.* This is evidently
twelve years after he had completed the first recension of the text. The title of the
later version as given on the “title-page” of MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5 reads as follows:
al-Risila mimma jaa fi-I-Tawrit wa-fi-I-Injil wa-fi-I-Zabiir wa-l-subuf ‘an ism al-na-
6.5 This title was added by a hand different from the copyist of the main body of
the text.”® A slightly different version of the title is mentioned on the last folio and
includes references to the sayings of the Prophet. It reads as follows: al-Risila mimma
jaa fi-l-Tawrdt wa-min al-Zabiar wa-min al-subuf wa-min al-Injil wa-min al-abadith
al-nabawiyya al-sahiba.”’

Apart from Sa‘'id b. Hasan’s later recension, the codex MS Mar‘ashi 4077 includes
ShifT theological writings, apparently copied by different 11"/17"-century hands from
Safavid Iran. This codex consists of 143 fols, different lines to a page, each measuring
18.5 x 12.5 cm, and contains the following items: (1) Anonymous, six questions
(masd’il) on various theological topics (fols 1b-10b); (2) Malik Sa'id b. Muhammad
al-Khalkhali (d. 1013/1604-1605), al-Tuhfa al-‘alawiyya, copied in 1021/1612-1613 by ‘Abd
al-‘Ali b. Sultan Muhammad Tabrizi (fols 15b-86b); (3) Shaykh Baha’i (d. 1030/1621),
Ajwibat al-masi’il al-thalath, copied by Kalb-i Rida Tabrizi (fols 92b-100b); (4) Shaykh
Baha’t, Dbabai’ih abl al-kitib (fols 103b-117a); (5) Sa'id b. Hasan al-Iskandari, #/-Risdla
(fols 118a-1432)."®

III. THE LATER RECENSION

Further indications in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/ that correspond to sources dating from
the same period, argue for a completion of Sa'id b. Hasan’s later recension during
Muharram 732/October 1331. At the time, the author apparently attended hadith
reading sessions in Damascus that are echoed in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5.” In his later

14. MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fol. 143a:8-10 (= see below, VIIIL., sect. 35).

15. [lbid., fol. 118a (= see below, VIIL).

16. Besides the title, this second hand has also penned the references to the biblical books in the provided
gaps in the manuscript. A third hand seems to have penned the Arabic transcription of the Hebrew
Bible verses, written in red ink. In addition, fols 139b and 140a were copied by a fourth hand which
is different from all the aforementioned ones.

17. MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fol. 143a:3-4 (= see below, VIIL,, sect. 35).

18. HUSAYNI, Fihrist-i Kitabkhdna, vol. 11, 85-88.

19. For the transmission of hadith in reading sessions in Damascus, see LEDER, Stefan, “Dokumente
zum Hadit in Schrifttum und Unterricht aus Damaskus im 6./12. Jhdt.”, Oriens 34 (1994) 57-75.
Unfortunately, none of the below-mentioned personal names appear in the register of the Damascene



SATD B. HASAN AL-ISKANDARI: A JEWISH CONVERT TO ISLAM g

recension, our Jewish convert occasionally interprets biblical passages with allusions
to the sayings of the Prophet.*®

Sa‘id b. Hasan claims that he heard a lecture on al-Nasa'Ts (d. 303/915) collection
in the presence of gddi al-qudar ‘Alam al-Din al-lkhna'i.** He specifies that this lec-
ture was held in the Madrasa al-‘Adiliyya al-Kubrd, known as the residence of the
chief ShafiT judge in Damascus.” The ShafiT ‘Alam al-Din Muhammad b. Abi Bakr
al-Ikhnal is known to have arrived from Alexandria and to have assumed his post as
chief judge in Damascus on 1 Safar 730/24 November 1329. He kept this position
until his death on 13 Dha al-Qa‘'da 732/6 August 1332.* Therefore, this time frame
suggests a terminus ad quem that confirms the adduced date of completion of Sa‘id
b. Hasan’s later recension in Muharram 732/October 1331.

Our Jewish convert further claims that he heard a lecture on al-Bukhari’s (d. 256/870)

and Muslim’s (d. 261/875) sahih as well as zafsir in the presence of a certain emir Husam
al-Din al-Bashmaqdar.” The Mamlak emir Husam al-Din al-Turuntay al-Bashmagdar

audience certificates, which covers a selection of madrasahs up to the mid-8"/14™ century, cf. Mujam
al-sama’at al-Dimashqiyya : al-Muntakhaba min sanat sso ila 750 H/11ss ild 1349 M, eds Stefan Leder,
Yasin Muhammad al-Sawwas, and Ma’min al-Sagharji (Damascus: al-Ma‘had al-Faransi li-l-Dirasat
al-"Arabiyya, 1996).

20. Psalm 118:22 and 24, for instance, are adduced in an Arabic transcription of the original Hebrew
and translated into Arabic. The verses are followed by corresponding hadith material transmitted by
al-Bukhari, Muslim and al-Nasa'i, cf. below, VIIL., sect. 7.

21.  MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 138b:14-139a:1 (= see below, VIII., sect. 30). Some of the hadith material
invoked in Sa'id b. Hasan’s later recension can be identified with al-Nasa'Ts collection, cf. below,
VIIL., sect. 7, 23, 28, 30.

22. The ‘Adiliyya was completed in 620/1223 and hosts the tomb of the Ayyubid sultan al-Malik al-‘Adil
Sayf al-Din Abu Bakr (d. 615/1218), cf. SAUVAGET, Jean, “La madrasa ‘Adiliya”, in Les monuments
ayyoubides de Damas 1-4, ed. Institut francais de Damas (Paris: de Boccard, 1938-1950), vol. 2, 77-91,
here 87f.

23. AL-JAZAR], Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ibrahim, Tarikh hawidith al-zamin wa-anbi’ibi wa-wafayit
al-akibir wa-l-a'yan min abniibi: al-Mavif bi-Tarikh b. al-Jazari 1-3, ed. ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-Salam
Tadmuri (Beirut: al-‘Asriyya, 1419/1998), vol. 2, 381; IBRAHIM, Mahmood, “Practice and Reform in
Fourteenth-Century Damascene Madrasahs”, Mamlik Studies Review 11/1 (2007) 69-83, here 7sf. —
I thank Mahmood Ibrahim for his help in identifying the chief judge.

24. AL-SUBKI, T3j al-Din ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ali, 7abagait al-Shafiiyya al-kubri 1-10, eds Mahmuad
Muhammad al-Tanahi and ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hilw ([Cairo]: Tsa al-Babi al-Halabi,
1383-1395/[1963-1976]), vol. 9, 310, no. 1338; IBN QADI SHUHBA, Abii Bakr b. Ahmad, Tabagat
al-Shafiiyya 1-2, ed. "Abd al-‘Alim Khan (Beirut: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1407/1987), vol. 2, 284, no. 560;
IBN HAJAR AL-"ASQALANI, Shihab al-Din Ahmad, a/-Durar al-kamina fi ayin al-mi‘a al-thaimina 1-s,
ed. Muhammad Sayyid Jad al-Haqq (Cairo: al-Kutub al-Haditha, 1385/1966), vol. 4, 27, no. 3598 —
I thank René-Vincent Guérin du Grandlaunay for drawing my attention to these works; BN TAGH-
RIBIRDI, Abti |-Mahasin Yusuf, Les biographies du Manbal safi, ed. Gaston Wiet (Cairo: Institut
francais d’archéologie orientale, 1932), 298, no. 1997.

25. MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fol. 139a:1-3 (= see below, VIIL., sect. 30). The hadith material, included in
Sa'id b. Hasan’s later recension, can mostly be identified with al-Bukhari’s and Muslim’s collections,
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(d. 5 Sha'ban 748/10 November 1347) had arrived in Damascus on 20 Rabi" 11 712/25
August 1312 in the wake of the well-known Mamlik commander Tankiz b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Husami al-Nasiri (d. 740/1340).2¢ At the time, al-Turuntay al-Bashmaqdar
served Tankiz, who had been appointed to the high office of governor of the prov-
ince of Damascus, as chamberlain (h4ji6).*” Although on 15 or 25 Sha'’ban 732/12 or
22 May 1332 al-Turuntay al-Bashmaqdar appears to have assumed his duties,?® there
is evidence that in the course of the same year he fell into disgrace, was dismissed by
Tankiz, and as a result, probably lost part of his wealth in Damascus.”

In brief then, in view of the coherence of the preserved sources, it appears likely
that Sa'id b. Hasan had composed a further recension of his collection of “testimo-
nies” to the Prophet, in addition to the one known until now. This later version was
apparently completed during the first month of the year 732/October 1331, as indi-
cated by MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5.

IV. SATD B. HASAN’S SOURCES

Within a period of twelve years between the completion of the earlier and the later
recension, Sa‘id b. Hasan had substantially reworked his collection of “testimonies”
to Muhammad. By comparing both versions, we find interesting variations that
suggest a certain intellectual development of the author, who had apparently accessed
new material in the meantime and had acquired more knowledge in the field of

Islamic theology. Although it cannot be excluded that particular rearrangements,

cf. below, VIIL., sect. 7, 23, 25, 28, 30.

26. Al-Turuntay al-Bashmaqdar was later appointed governor of the provinces of Gaza and Homs under
the rule of the Mamluk sultans al-Malik al-Salih Tmad al-Din Isma‘il (r. 743/1342-746/1345) and al-
Malik al-Kamil Sha‘ban (r. 746/1345-747/1346), cf. AL-SAFADI, Salah al-Din Khalil b. Aybak, K. al-wifi
bi-l-wafayat 1-, eds Hellmut Ritter, er al. (Leipzig: Brockhaus, 1931-), vol. 16, 430f., no. 467; IBN
HAJAR AL-ASQALANI, al-Durar al-kimina, vol. 2, 317f., no. 2010; IBN TAGHRIBIRDI, Les biographies,
176, no. 1231.

27. On Tankiz b. ‘Abd Allah al-Husami al-Nasiri, see Beitrige zur Geschichte der Mamlikensultane in
den Jabren 690-741 der Higra nach arabischen Handschrifien, ed. Karl V. Zetterstéen (Leiden: Brill,
1919), 158; AL-SAFADI, K. al-wift, vol. 10, 421, no. 4926 (for an English translation of the passage,
see CONERMANN, Stephan, “Tankiz ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Husami al-Nasiri (d. 740/1340) as Seen by
His Contemporary al-Safadi (d. 764/1363)”, Mamlitk Studies Review 12/2 (2008) 1-24, here 8f.); IBN
HAJAR AL-"ASQALANI, al-Durar al-kamina, vol. 2, 55-62, no. 1424.

28. IBN KATHIR, Isma‘il b. ‘Umar, a/-Bidiya wa-l-nibdya 1-21, ed. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki
(Giza: Hajr, 1417-1420/[1997-1999]), vol. 18, 34sf.

29. Wa-lam yakun bi-Dimashq fi akhir waqt absan hdlan minhu fi sakanihi wa-da’iratihi wa-mamdlikibi
wa-iqtdihi wa-amlakihi wa-hawdsilibi, cf. AL-SAFADT, K. al-wifi, vol. 16, 430.
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omissions and insertions in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5 are due to the history of transmission,
it is striking that two thirds of the later recension do not appear in the earlier one.*

The later recension consists of an introduction and thirty-four chapters (fas/) of
varying length, mostly dedicated to the Scriptures, but which also discuss theologi-
cal-philosophical questions on prophethood, metaphysics and eschatology.” On the
one hand, prominent parts of the earlier version, which were assumed to have been
related to the social context of late 7%/13" or early 8§"/14™-century Mamlik Egypt,
no longer appear in the later recension.’* On the other hand, we now find the well-
known Gospel verses invoked by Muslim authors, which are lacking in the earlier
version which was predominantly focused on the Jewish Scriptures.’® For this reason,
Sa‘id b. Hasan might also have abstained from his former allegation that the Gospels
had been falsified (zzghyir) since he did not succeed in identifying Muhammad in
them.*

In both recensions, the author claims that he had “collected” (jama ‘tubu), “arranged”
(wa-rattabtuhu) and “translated” the adduced biblical passages “from the Hebrew and
Syriac into Arabic” (wa-stakhrajtubu min al-lughati [-ibraniyya wa-l-suryaniyya ila
l-lisani [-arabi [-mubin).’ To what extent Sa‘idd b. Hasan, who describes himself as

30. For common passages that are to be found, mostly rearranged or modified, in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/
and MS Landberg 700/6, see below, VIIL, sect. 1 (= WESTON, “The Kitab Masalik an-Nazar”, 323f.
(text), 360 (trans.)/idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 12f. (text), 49 (trans.)/AL-ISKANDARANI, Masalik
al-nazar, 44); 2 (= 324-326, 347, 361, 375£./13-15, 36, 50, 64f./45f., 70); 3 (= 326, 361f./15, 50f./46f);
4 (= 320f., 364/18f., 53/51); 5 (= 327, 362£./16, 51f./48F.); 6 (= 327K, 341f., 363, 372/16f., 30f., 52, 61/49,
64); 18 (= 337, 368f. /26, 57£./58L.); 22 (= 346K, 375/35K., 64/68L.); 25 (= 353-355, 379f./ 42-44, 68f./76f);
29, in parts (= 328f., 333-335, 340f., 348f., 364, 367, 371f,, 376/17L., 22-24, 29f., 37£., 53, 56, 60f., 65/50,
sst., 63, 70f.); 35 (= 358K, 383/47f., 72/81).

31.  For the chapter headings, see below, VIIL.

32. Among these passages are, for instance, the author’s allegation of image worship in synagogues and
churches as well as his alleged efforts to arrange a meeting (majlis) between religious representatives
under the rule of the Mamlik sultan al-Malik al-Nasir Muhammad b. Qalawiin (r. 693/1293-1294,
698/1299-708/1309, 709/1310-741/1341), cf. MS Landberg 700/6, fols 45b:4-46b:8; WESTON, “The
Kitib Masalik an-Nazar®, 356-358 (text), 381-383 (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 45-47 (text),
70-72 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masalik al-nazar, 79-81.

33.  See below, VIIL, sect. 21, 24, 33. In the process of transmission, the Gospel verses as preserved in
sect. 21 seem to have been partly duplicated in sect. 24, cf. MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 125a:12-125b:10
(= 128b:7-129a:5); 125b:10-14 (= 129a:5-9). Another duplicate appears in sect. 28, cf. MS Mar‘ashi
407715, fols 132a:13-132b:2 (= 132b:4-7).

34. MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 37b:2-5; WESTON, “The Kitib Masilik an-Nazar®, 340 (text), 371 (trans.);
idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 29 (text), 60 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANT, Masilik al-nazar, 62.

35. For the earlier recension, see MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 46b:9-11; WESTON, “The Kitah Masdlik an-Nazar”,
358t. (text), 383 (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 47f. (text), 72 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masilik
al-nazar, 81. For the later recension, sece MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 143a:2-6, similarly, 118b:5-8 (= see
below, VIIL., sect. 35, similarly, 1).
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well as his father as “Jewish scholars” (min ‘ulama’ bani Isra’7l) ° was in fact acquainted
with Hebrew and/or Aramaic/Syriac remains unclear.’”

There is evidence, however, that our Jewish convert relied in his later recension on
earlier Muslim writings, commonly classified as dald’il or a'lim al-nubuwwa works,
from which he copied biblical and pseudo-biblical passages in Arabic translation. The
recent claim, based on MS Landberg 700/6, that Sa‘id b. Hasan’s work “does not show
any obvious indebtedness to known literary precedents™ is thus not justified in view
of MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5. On the contrary, although he does not identify his immediate
sources, Sa'id b. Hasan drew in his later recension on Arabic translation traditions, as
they appear in earlier collections of biblical “testimonies” to Muhammad.

The following verses, given here in order of appearance, agree with Ibn Qutayba’s
(d. 276/889) renderings in his influential A%im al-nubuwwa: Psalm 149:4-8; 72:8-13,
15, 17; a spurious quotation apparently derived from Psalm 9:20; Isaiah 42:6-7; 9:6;
42:1-2, 6-8, 10-11, 2-4; 21:10, I3, 6, 7, 9; John 15:26-27 with 16:13; 16:7-8, 13; 15:26-27
with 16:7; 14:16, 26; Matthew 11:2-4; John 15:26-27 with 16:13; 16:7-8, 13; 15:26-27
with 16:7; 14:16, 26.% Unlike his Hanbali contemporaries in Damascus Ibn Taymiyya
(d. 682/1328) and Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751/1350), there are no indications
that Sa'id b. Hasan had access to Ibn Qutayba’s original work.

There is also evidence that Sa'id b. Hasan incorporated biblical and pseudo-bibli-
cal material in his later recension which he had gleaned from sources that have no
parallel in Ibn Qutayba. The adduced translation of Isaiah 35:1-2 agrees with K. al-din
wa-l-dawla by the Nestorian convert to [slam Ibn Rabban al-Tabari (d. 251/865).#

36. For the earlier recension, see MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 44a:9-10; WESTON, “The Kitab Masalik an-
Nazar’, 353 (text), 379 (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 42 (text), 68 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI,
Masilik al-nazar, 76. For the later recension, which also mentions Sa‘id b. Hasan’s father, see MS
Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 129a:10; 138a:14 (= see below, VIIL., sect. 25, 30).

37. For the difficulty in identifying the original text, from which “rewritten” biblical passages in Arabic
in Muslim sources derive, see, e.g. MONFERRER SALA, Juan Pedro, “An Arabic-Muslim Quotation of
a Biblical Text: Ibn Kathir’s a/-Bidaya wa-I-nihdya and the Construction of the Ark of the Cove-
nant”, in Studies on the Christian Arabic Heritage: In Honour of Father Prof. Dr. Samir Khalil Samir
S.1. at the Occasion of His Sixty-Fifth Birthday, eds Rifaat Ebied and Herman Teule (Leuven: Peeters,
2004), 263-278.

38. THoOMAS, David, “Sa‘id ibn Hasan al-Iskandarini”, Christian-Muslim Relations: A Bibliographical
History 1-, eds idem, et al. (Leiden: Brill, 2009-), vol. 4, 775-777, here 776¢.

39. See below, VIIL, sect. 8 (= SCHMIDTKE, Sabine, “The Muslim Reception of Biblical Materials:
Ibn Qutayba and His A%m al-nubuwwa”, Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 22 (2011) 249-274,
here 254-258, sect. 12); 9 (= 15); 10 (= 16); 11 (= 10, 8, 11); 13 (= 37); 14 (= 17); 21 (= 18-19, 21-22);
24 (= 18-19, 21-22).

40. SCHMIDTKE, “The Muslim Reception”, 252.

41.  See below, VIIL., sect. 15 (= IBN RABBAN AL-TABARI, ‘Ali b. Sahl, 7he Book of Religion and Empire,
ed. Alphonse Mingana (Manchester: University Press, 1923), 85).
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A pseudo-biblical passage on the announcement of an illiterate prophet, which Sa‘id
b. Hasan attributes to Isaiah, already appears in a modified version in Abti Nu‘aym
al-Isbahant’s (d. 430/1038) Dala’il al-nubuwwa.#* Another pseudo-scriptural passage
on the Qedarites, attributed by our Jewish convert to Jeremiah, is also to be found
in 6%/12" and 7"/13"-century writings by Zaydi scholars in Yemen. Interestingly,
Sa'id b. Hasan’s quotation comes close to the one included in Ahmad al-Rassas’
al-Tadbkira li-fawa’id al-Tabsil wa-I-ta'dil (619/1223), both referring to the battle of
Badr in their interpretation of the passage.®

To summarise, although Sa'id b. Hasan’s immediate sources are still to be identi-
fied, it is beyond doubt that he relied in his later recension on earlier so-called dala’/
or a'lam al-nubuwwa material, some of which date to as early as the 3*/9™ century.
It is thus reasonable to assume that further biblical and pseudo-biblical passages in
Arabic translation, included in his work, were copied from earlier Muslim writings

that are as yet unidentified due to a lack of research.

V. THE RECEPTION OF SATD B. HASAN’S WORK

Despite the fact that our Jewish convert relied on earlier Muslim literature, it
seems likely that Sa‘id b. Hasan included the Arabic transcription of the Hebrew
Bible quotations. In the later recension the following verses appear, completely or
in parts, in a transcription of the original Hebrew, given here in order of appear-
ance: Genesis 13:17; 21:12; 17:20; 21:18; 16:12; Deuteronomy 18:18 with 19; 33:2;
Psalm 118:22, 24; Isaiah 54:1, 3, 45 42:1; 1 Kings 19:14 and Deuteronomy 27:15.44

42. See below, VIIL., sect. 12 (= ABU NU‘AYM AL-ISBAHANI, Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah, Dald’il al-nubuwwa 1-2,
eds Muhammad Rawwas Qal‘aji and ‘Abd al-Birr ‘Abbas (Beirut: al-Nafa'is, 1406/1986), vol. 1,
72-74). Interestingly, an abbreviated version of the same passage is adduced in AL-THALABI, Ahmad
b. Muhammad, Kashf wa-I-bayin ‘an tafsir al-Qur'an 1-10, eds Aba Muhammad b. ‘Ashir and Nazir
al-8aidi (Beirut: Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1422/2002), vol. 6, 74, as well as in AL-JawzI, Aba |-Faraj,
al-Wafa® bi-ahwil al-Mustafi 1-2, ed. Mustafa ‘Abd al-Wahid (Cairo: al-Kutub al-Haditha, 1386/1966),
vol. 1, 60of., ed. Muhammad Zahri al-Najjar (Riyadh: al-Mu’assasa al-Sa‘idiyya, [1976]), vol. 1, 108.

43. See below, VIII., sect. 16 (= SCHMIDTKE, Sabine, “Biblical Predictions of the Prophet Muhammad
among the Zaydis of Yemen (6%/12% and 7%/13% Centuries)”, Orientalia Christiana Analecta 293 (2013)
221-240, here 228).

44. See below, VIIL, sect. 2-7, 17-18, 22, 29. The following Hebrew verses in Arabic transcription, which
are preserved in MS Landberg 700/6, are not included in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5: Genesis 1:1; 22:2;
Exodus 11:9; 20:2; Deuteronomy 9:27; 34:10; 1 Kings 13:2; 17:1; 18:37; Isaiah 1:2; 11:6-7 and 42:12,
cf. WESTON, “The Kitib Masilik an-Nazar”, 328, 330-332, 334, 336£., 339, 343f., 350f. (text), 363, 365-
370, 373, 377f. (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 17, 19-21, 23, 25f., 28, 32f., 39f. (text), 52, 54-59,
62, 66f. (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masilik al-nazar, so, 52f., 55, 58f., 61, 65f., 72f.
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It may be established from the biblical material that later Muslim authors drew on
Sa‘id b. Hasan’s work.

Entire passages, including the transcribed Hebrew verses of Genesis 13:17; 21:12 and
18 as well as Arabic translations of Genesis 13:17; 15:5; 17:20; 21:12; Deuteronomy 18:18
and 19, reappear in al-Muntakhab al-jalil min Takhjil man barrafa I-Injil (942/1536) by
the Maliki scholar Abu I-Fadl al-Su‘adi.# His renderings agree with Sa'id b. Hasan’s
later version of his collection, as against the first recension.*® In view of the fact that
none of these passages are to be found in the original 7akhjil man barrafa I-Injil by
Abu I-Baqa’ Salih b. Husayn al-Ja'fari (d. 596/1270),%7 al-Su‘adi apparently included
them in his “extract” (muntakhab) of al-Ja'far’s work. However, since he does not
identify his source, it cannot be decided at present, whether he had Sa‘id b. Hasan’s
later recension at his disposal, or whether he relied on an intermediary source that

still needs to be identified.

VI. CONVERSION FROM JUDAISM TO ISLAM

Since publication of Weston’s edition and translation of Sa‘idd b. Hasan’s first
recension, the author’s brief self-narrative of conversion has attracted particular schol-
arly attention.** Both recensions agree that Sa‘id b. Hasan accepted Islam at the
beginning of Sha‘ban 697/second half of May 1298.4 They vary, however, regarding

45. See below, VIIL., sect. 2 (= AL-SU'ODI, Aba |-Fadl, a/-Muntakhab al-jalil min Takbjil man harrafa
l-Injil, ed. Frederik J. van den Ham, Disputatio pro religione Mohammedanorum adversus Christianos
(Leiden: Brill, 1890), 210/ed. Bakr Zaki Ibrahim ‘Awad ([Cairo]: Awlad ‘Atman, 1414/1993), 357/ed.
Ramadan al-Safanawi |-Badri (Cairo: al-Hadith, 1418/1997), 273); 3 (= 210£./357/273); 5 (= 211/358/273);
29 (= 213/361/276).

46. The common passages that are to be found in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5 and al-Su‘adi’s al-Muntakhab
al-jalil (see below, VIIL, sect. 2-3, 5, 29, wave-underlined parts) have additionally been collated with
MS Landberg 700/6, fols 29b:8-30a:4; 30a:12-30b:4; 312:3-7. The passage included in sect. 29, how-
ever, does not appear in MS Landberg 700/6.

47. See the corresponding chapter in AL-JAFARI, Salih b. Husayn, Takhjil man harrafa |- Tawrit wa-I-
Injil 1-2, ed. Mahmad “Abd al-Rahman Qadah (Riyadh: al-Ubaykan, 1419/1998), vol. 2, 653f.

48. For the account of conversion, see MS Landberg 700/6, fols 44a:9-45b:4; WESTON, “The Kitab Masdilik
an-Nazar', 353-356 (text), 379-381 (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 42-45 (text), 68-70 (trans.);
AL-ISKANDARANI, Masilik al-nazar, 76-78. Previous studies, based exclusively on the earlier recension,
include GARCIA-ARENAL, Mercedes, “Dreams and Reason: Autobiographies of Converts in Religious
Polemics”, in Conversions islamiques : Identités religieuses en Islam méditerranéen, ed. eadem (Paris: Mai-
sonneuve et Larose, 2001), 89-118, here 98f.; SZPIECH, Ryan, Conversion and Narrative: Reading and
Religious Authority in Medieval Polemic (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013), 191-195.

49. For the earlier recension, see MS Landberg 700/6, fols 44b:15-45a:1; WESTON, “The Kitib Masdlik
an-Nazar”, 355 (text), 380 (trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 44 (text), 69 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI,
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the conversion story. Apart from a modified version of the hitherto known account,
MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5 contains another narrative that presents Sa‘id b. Hasan’s conver-
sion as a process of religious learning rather than a sudden passage from one religion
to the other.” It might have been modelled on a different paradigm of conversion
to Islam.

According to Sa‘id b. Hasan’s first account, as preserved in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5,
he became a Muslim following personal prayer (d«'@) during a period of illness in
his hometown Alexandria. In contrast to MS Landberg 700/6, neither his “dream
vision” (mandm), nor his performance of the creed (shahdda) in front of a neighbour,
appears in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5. Accordingly, the introduction to the conversion
story, as preserved in MS Landberg 700/6, arguing that dreams are a form of proph-
ecy, is not included in our manuscript either.”" Details of Sa'id b. Hasan’s attendance
at the Friday prayer such as that of the name of the preacher Ibn al-Muwaffaq
are omitted in MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5.5* The narrative now appears as an introduction
to the theological discussion on prophethood and miracles which follows in the suc-
ceeding chapters.”

Sa‘'id b. Hasan’s second account, which does not appear in MS Landberg 700/6,
presents his acceptance of Islam in the pattern of an inner and outer “journey”. This
journey allegedly led him to his new residence in Damascus. According to this story,
the author had already begun in his youth to study the Jewish Scriptures (a/-Tawrait)
with the aid of his father. Curiously, Sa'id b. Hasan claims that his father demon-
strated to him the scriptural “testimonies” to Muhammad (wa-kdna yubayyinu Ii ism
al-nabi wa-sifatabu min al-Tawrdt wa-min al-subuf) and even made him love the
Prophet (wa-kana yubabbibuni fihi).

Profoundly perturbed by his father’s demise, the narrative presents Sa'id b. Hasan
as deeply moved by questions on death and the afterlife (hagigat al-mawt wa-ma
ba'da I-mawt). For this reason, he allegedly consulted the local rabbis (a/-ahbair), the

Masilik al-nazar, 77. For the later recension, see MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fol. 129b:12-13 (= see below,
VIIL., sect. 25).

so. For the first self-narrative of conversion, see MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 129a:9-130a:3 (= see below,
VIIL, sect. 25). For the second one, see MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 138a:12-139a:9 (= 30).

st. MS Landberg 700/6, fols 43b:11-44a:8; WESTON, “The Kitib Masilik an-Nazar®, 352f. (text), 379
(trans.); idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 41f. (text), 68 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masdlik al-nazar, 75f.

52. MS Landberg 700/6, fol. 44b:7-8; WESTON, “The Kitab Masilik an-Nazar’, 354 (text), 380 (trans.);
idem, Islam Corrects Judaism, 43 (text), 69 (trans.); AL-ISKANDARANI, Masdlik al-nazar, 77. For the
role of the Friday sermon in the conversion to Islam, see JONES, Linda G., “Islam al-kafir fi bhal
al-khutba: Concerning the Conversion of ‘Infidels’ to Islam during the Muslim Friday Sermon in
Mamluk Egypt”, Anuario de Estudios Medievales 42 (2012) 53-75. There is no evidence in our sources,
however, that Sa'id b. Hasan publicly declared his conversion to Islam during the Friday prayer.

53. See below, VIII., sect. 26-28.
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monks (al-ruhbin) in the desert, the Muslim scholars and authorities (al-mashdyikh
al-sulaha’ wa-l-ulama’ wa-l-akabir wa-l-mulizk) in Cairo, and, curiously, even the

dead in the cemeteries. Following a trip to Iraq, the author claims that he finally

discovered a satisfying answer to his questions in hadith studies in Damascus. Be it

as that may, the narrative links the preceding chapters with the following eschatolog-

ical discussion on the fate of the soul after death.’

VII. CHAPTER HEADINGS

Following the [1] introduction (fols 118b:1-119a:10), MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5 is struc-

tured as follows:

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ald nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi-l-sifr al-awwal min al-Tawrat
[t qissat Ibrabim (fol. 119a:10-119b:14);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ald nubuwwwatihi lamma kharajat Hajar mutawagjihatan
ild ard al-Hijaz (fols 119b:14-120a:9);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ald nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi-l-sify al-awwal min al-Tawrit
fi qissat Muhammad (fol. 120a:9-120b:5);

Fasl: wa-mimmd yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatibi nassun saribun fi-l-sifr al-rabi® min
al-Tawrat (fol. 120b:5-11);

Fasl: wa-mimmai yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatihi wa-‘ala ‘umiam da‘watibhi nassun
sarth, wa-bihi khutimat al-Tawrat (fols 120b:11-1212:6);

Fasl: wa-mimmad yadullu ‘ali nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi Zabar Dawid kalim
Gbrani bi-darb al-mathal (fol. 121a:6-13);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ali nubuwwatihi ma jia fi Zabar Diawid kalim
bi-l-tbraniyya (fol. 121a:14-121b:8);

Fasl: wa-mimmad yadullu ‘ald nubwwwatihi fi Zabir Dawid aydan (fols ra1b:8-
122a:7);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ald nubuwwatihi ma jia fi Zabar Dawid aydan
(fol. 1224:2-7);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi subuf Isha'yi ‘ala nabiyyind
wa-dlihi (fol. 122a:7-122b:9);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ali nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi subuf Isha'yi aydan ba'da
kalamin tawilin fi mu‘atabati bani Isri’il (fols 122b:9-123b:1);

54. See below, VIIL., sect. 30-34.
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Fasl: wa-mimmad yadullu ‘ald nubwwwatihi ma ja‘a fi-l-fasl al-‘ashir min kalam
Isha'ya fi dhikr gissat al-"Arab yawm Badr (fol. 123b:1-5);

Fasl: wa-mimmad yadullu ‘ala nubuwwatihi ma jia fi subuf Ishayi aydan
(fol. 123b:6-14);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu “ald nubuwwatibi ma jaa fi subuf Isha’ya fi-l-fasl al-sidis
wa-l-ishrin (fols 123b:14-124a:4);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi subuf Irmiya ‘an Allah
(fol. 124a:4-13);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatibhi qawlubu ‘ald lisan Isha'ya bi-l-lisan
al-ibrani bi-darb al-mathal (fols 124a:13-125a:2);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatibhi ma jaa fi subuf Hizqil cmin> qawlihi
ta‘dla ‘ald lisanihi bi-lI-lisan al-‘ibrani (fol. 125a:2-7);

Fasl: wa-jaa fi subuf Irmiya (fol. 125a:7-9);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi subuf Irmiya aydan
(fol. 125a:9-12);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ala nubuwwwatihi ma jia fi Injil Isa qawluhu
li-l-hawariyyin (fols 125a:12-126a:8);

Fasl: wa-mimma yadullu ‘ald sidq shariat Mubammad ma ji'a fi subuf Illyds
(fols 126a:8-128a:12);

Fasl: wa-mimmd yadullu ‘ald nubuwwatibhi ma jaa fi subuf Sulayman b. Dawid
nass sarib bi-l-lisan al-ibrani (fol. 128a:12-128b:7);

Fasl: wa-mimmad yadullu “ali nubuwwatihi ma jaa fi Injil ‘Ida qawlubu
li-I-hawariyyin (fols 128b:7-129a:9);

Fasl abwal musannif al-kitab (fols 129a:9-130a:3);

Fasl: inna Allah ikhtassa kull nabi bi-mujizit wa-khawidiriq li-1-‘ddat (fols 130a:4-
131a:2);

Fasl: yanbaghi an ya'lama annd mad taqaddama min dhikr al-takhsis wa-l-tafdil fi
martabat al-akmal wa-l-a'ld ld yatawaqqafu ‘ald kathrat al-mujizat wa-qillatiba
(fol. 1312:2-131b:9);

Fasl: i'lam annahu qad thabata bi-l-burhin annabu afdal min s@’ir al-anbiya
wa-l-rusul (fols 131b:9-133b:8);

Fasl: i'lam anna Misd aqama fi-lI-tih ma'a bani Isrd’il arba‘in sana (fols 133b:9-
138a:11);

Fasl: (...) ilam anna Alldh latafa bi wa-rabimani wa-hadini (fols 138a:12-
141a:10);

Fasl: inna l-insan hayawdn nitiq (fol. 141a:11-141b:11);

Fasl: lamma bada’a Sulayman fi ‘imdrat bayt al-maqdis, dakbala “alayhi nabi
dbailika [-zaman (fols 141b:12-142a:2);
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(33) Fasl: fa-aqitlu: inna l-nafs makhliaga min maddat al-hayit (fol. 142a:2-8);

(34] Fasl: fa-aqilu: inna l-nafs, idha faraqat jasadaha, tufiriqu l-ahl wa-l-watan wa-I-
dunyi wa-l-shams wa-l-kawikib wa-l-aflik, wa-tarithu ild rabbiha (fols 142a:8-
1432:2);

(35]1 Fasl: i'lam anna jami' ma wada‘tubu fi hadhibi l-risila mimma jia fi-I-Tawrdt
wa-min al-Zabir wa-min al-subuf wa-min al-Injil wa-min al-ahadith al-nabawiyya

al-sahiha (fol. 143a:2-10).

VIII. CriTicAL EDITION

In what follows I offer an editio princeps of MS Mar‘ashi 4077/5, fols 118a-143a.
The spelling peculiarities of the time have been modernised and presumed grammat-
ical errors have been silently adjusted to the rules of classical Arabic grammar (e.g.
<l slewd! instead of il gardl, -zl instead of .5, 5"5\ instead of 41). The beginning
of a new page is indicated by [I118], [118] etc. Words between <angle brackets> are
conjectural additions. All annotations in the apparatus to the text refer to MS Mar‘ashi
4077/5 unless indicated otherwise.

The passages that agree with Ibn Qutayba’s A%m al-nubuwwa (i ) have
been underlined with a single line, and those with K al-din wa-l-dawla by Ibn

Rabban (.7, ) are marked with a double line. Those parts that have parallels in

are adduced in al-Su‘tdi’s a/-Muntakhab al-jalil, according to the editions van den
Ham (.6.5.5 ¢($352)), ‘Awad (C «(s3sxdl) or al-Safanawi -Badri (.. e «332l),
are wave-underlined. These passages have additionally been collated with the corre-
sponding extracts from MS Landberg 700/6 (C),..Ju\!).

Next pages: Beginning (fols 118b-119a) and end (fols 142b-143a) of the text.
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