APPENDIX IV

MASA’ALLAH : On the accession of the caliphs
and the knowledge of the accession of each king

[B = Berlin Ar. 5898 f. 462~ (1162 A.H.); G = Bursa Genel 2102 ff.
118°-119" (1127 A.H.); V = Vatican Ar. 955 ff. 24992502 (12C. A.H.)]

Abl Ma<ar is clearly indebted to Masa’allah for much of his astro-
logical lore, and appears to have reproduced parts of his works (see
volume II, pp. 345-7). One text which includes passages which may
also be found in The Book of Religions and Dynasties is Masa’allah’s k.
fr Quyam al-hulafa’. An annotated English translation of this short work
has already been made by E. S. Kennedy and David Pingree, and pub-
lished in The Astrological History of Masha’allah, pp. 129-143, where
the variant readings from two manuscripts are also translated. We are
much indebted to this translation. Kennedy and Pingree pay particular
attention to interpreting the horoscopes of the caliphs which Masa’allah
gives at the end of his text. In the following Appendix, we provide for
the first time an edition of the Arabic text, based on three manuscripts.
We give only the first part, which is devoted to theory, and in which the
correspondences to The Book of Religions and Dynasties occur.
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MASA’ALLAH 547

1] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassion.

2] This is the book of Maga’allah, the astrologer, on the accession of
the caliphs and the knowledge of the accession of every king. He said:
I have given an account for you elsewhere concerning kings, so compare
the <accounts> and draw your lesson! Whenever the year revolves! to
these places, it gives to them these years and this period, if God (He is
exalted!) wills.

3] Know that the Sun is the superintendent of the stars and the ad-
ministrator of times. Through it the planets become eastern and west-
ern, progress and retrogress; through it are known the turning (hawda)?
of their mansions and their conditions. All the stars are attached to the
Sun, as subjects are attached to their kings. The Sun is the indicator for
the matter of kings without the other <planets>, except that Saturn,
Jupiter and Mars have a share with it. They (the planets) are seven,
but the Sun is in the middle, and surpasses (or ‘divides’) the seven; for
they are on its right and its left, and they circle under its management,
by the will of God (He is exalted!). The Sun among them is like the
king in the middle of his kingdom.

4] Know the year which the doctrine mentions (?).

5] When an acceder accedes <to the rulership>, know the year
in which he accedes, and be informed of what I determined for you
concerning the matter of kings. The matter of kings is known from the
Sun, Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars. The Sun gives the years, and these
planets sometimes increase them and sometimes decrease them. I will

make this clear to you point by point in the commentary of the k. al-
ma<ani (‘The Book of the Significations’),? if God wills (He is exalted!).

(6] When you wish to know this, at the entrance of the Sun into
the first minute of Aries, calculate <the longitudes> of the planets, and
know the acceder. And set up these three higher, heavy, planets. Know
that Venus and Mercury do not have <importance> at the entrance of
the Sun into the first minute of Aries.

7] If you find Saturn in the tenth or eleventh <place> from the Sun,
the Sun gives to the king according to the complete number of its small
years. If there are 15°° between Saturn and the Sun, it (the Sun) gives a

11.e. whenever the terminal point arrives by prorogation. For Masa’allah’s ex-
pression, compare The Book of Religions and Dynasties, VIII 162, 172, 179 etc.

21f this is not a corrupt reading, hawda is not a recognizable astrological term. It
comes from the root meaning ‘turning aside, turning away, turning off’.

3 A book of this title by Masa’allah is not known from any other source.

“For [6]-[9] see The Book of Religions and Dynasties, 11, 5 [10].

°This should be emended to ‘35, as in The Book of Reiz’gians and Dynasties, 11,
5 [10], line 417.
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MASA’ALLAH 549

fourth of its small years. Whenever it decreases by a degree, it decreases
a year until the completion of 30°. If there are 65° between Saturn and
the Sun, it gives a fourth of its small years. Whenever it decreases a
degree, it decreases a year until the completion of 60°. They do not pay
attention to whether it increases or decreases <beyond that amount>.
If Saturn is in the tenth or eleventh <place> from it, the Sun <gives>a
period of rule until Saturn and Jupiter aspect it from one degree and
one sign and (or) they both conjoin without aspecting.

8| If Saturn is in the seventh <place> from the Sun in the first degree
and the first decan of the sign, it (the Sun) gives half its small years. If
Saturn is in the eighth <place> from the Sun without partnership with
Jupiter, it gives four times its small years. If Saturn is in the eighth
<place> from the Sun without partnership with Jupiter, and Mars is
in the tenth <place>, it gives a seventh of its small years. If Saturn is
in the right trine of the Sun, and has passed 20° of the sign, it gives
the complete number of its small years. If Saturn is in the right trine
of it (the Sun), and Jupiter is in the eleventh <place> from it, it gives
three fifths of its small years. If it is cadent (?) in the left trine of it,
sometimes it gives half of its small years.

[9] For every king for whom the above-mentioned criteria are not
found, count from the sign of the Sun, <taking> a sign for every year,
to the position of Saturn and Mars: he dies at this point, if God (He is
exalted!) wills. If he is saved from this position, then <count> to the
next malefic, and continue to rotate <the signs> for him always in the
same way, and he will not have misfortunes, <only> if God wills.

[10] Concerning charts® I have described for you matters which I
have not mentioned at the beginning of the book; so take them as a
guide and operate with them, if God (He is exalted!) wills.

The most likely interpretation of the divergent readings of the MSS is za’iragat
which is the word Abt Ma<Sar uses in this context for the charts of the positions
of the stars (horoscopes) drawn up for dynasties; see The Book of Religions and
Dynasties, VIII 161, 171 and 178; see also Astrological History, p. 131.
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MASA’ALLAH 551

[11]7 If Mars is with the Sun or in the second <sign> from it <and
the Sun> is raised over it, or <Mars is> in the eleventh <sign and>
eastern, then that king is killed and a riot happens after him. if God
wills.

[12]* Know that a king may rule for 40 or more years, namely if it
(the Sun) gives its small years in the management of Saturn, Jupiter, and
Mars. Rotate for him (the king) those planets which have a partnership
with the Sun in <the matter of> kings for arrivals (?) of the period,
and they change its small years into middle and great <years>.

[13]° Know that the turns of Venus, Mercury and the Moon do not
strengthen the Sun so that it gives more than its small years in its turn.
But sometimes it gives a third or a fourth until a malefic meets it. As
soon as the malefic meets it or applies to it, there is death of the king
in 1t, if God (He is exalted!) wills. This is because these <planets> are
weaker than (7) Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars.

[14] Know that the Sun gave its middle years in the ancient dynasty
(7), and each planet aspecting it increased them by its small years, and
the dynasty became long. In the second dynasty this is not <the case>.

115] Know that Saturn and Jupiter conjoin in every triplicity accord-
ing to what I explained to you at the beginning of the book, i.e. the Book
of the Conjunctions.

[16]'Y The greatest years of the Sun are 1461, the great 120, the
middle 37 years and 6 months, and its small years 19 years.

[17] The greatest years of the Moon are 520, its great years 108, its
middle years 37 years, and its small years 25 years.

7[11] corresponds to The Book of Religions and Dynasties, 11, 7 [3], lines 575-7.

8For [12] compare The Book of Religions and Dynasties, I1, 5 [11], lines 445-8.

9113] corresponds to The Book of Religions and Dynasties, 11, 5 [12].

10For the discrepancies between the values of the planets’ years here and the tra-
ditionally accepted ones, see the table on p. 580 below.
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MASA’ALLAH 553

[18] The greatest years of Saturn are 265 years, its great years 57
years, 1ts middle years 43 years and 6 months, and its small years 30
years.

|19] The greatest years of Jupiter are 427 years and a half, its great
years 79 years, 1ts middle years 45 years, and its small years 12 years.

120] The greatest years of Mars are 284 years, its great years 66 years,
1ts middle years 40 years and a half, and its small years 15 years.

|21] The greatest years of Venus are 1151 years, its great years 80
years, its middle years 45 years, and its small years & years.

[22] The greatest years of Mercury are 265 years, its great years 78
years, 1ts middle years 43 years, and its small years 20 years.




